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FOC THEME:

@ UNION ANARENESS THRY MASS PARTICIPATION J, IWVELVE & ¥ si4

In Poly, there is a students' union which was
set up by the students. The students' union is
completely a students' affair , that is the stud-
ents elect their own leaders, plan and organise
their own activities. Our wtudents union which
is the sole representative of the 7,000 edd stu-
dent population in Poly, cares primarily for the
students' welfare and fight for students' right.
For the students' welfare, the union caters for
the materialistic aspects, e.g. loaning of cyclo
-8tyling machine; providing the cheapest photoco-
py service in Poly; loaning camping equipments
and others. It also caters for the other aspects
of education, that is the moral and the physical
aspects which have been neglected by our educat-
ional system which only provides us with techni-
cal education.

For the students' rights, the union safeguard
academic rights of the students and alse fight
for better service for the students, e.g. demand
for lower prices in the canteen and to add more
chairs and tables in the canteen., The union
algo serves as a means of communication between
the policy maekers, the Admin and the student body.
Certain policies of the Admin are unjustified and
impractical; the union will be responfible to
cafeguard the intere&ts of her members, ~

ROLE of STUDENTS' UNION in SOCIETY

We must not forget that our successful admis-
sion is not mainly due to our academic performan-
ce, The fees we pay is barely enough to facilate
the expensive education we are recieving. Indeed
the money used for our education is mainly subsi-
dised by the tax payers; majority of which are
workers. Since we are here ail the expense of the
ma jority, we must be aware of our surroundings
and care for the welfare cf these people. Hence
the students' union should act as a charnel where
their aspirations can be voiced ou’ and as a so~
clal watch dog so as to fight for a more just a
and equal society.

MASS PARTICIPATION amp INVOLVEMENT

_ Ry mass participation, it is simply a large
scale of people is required to play a part in an
event organised euch as major issues which
concerried our union and dlso people around us.
Only through mass participatior;, students can
comz together and be united and togethrer ve can
see ovt strength-as one., Simply participation in
an event is not enough, instead we must te invo-
lved in tre organisirg works in which we can cis-
cuss together ard thus be mecre critical and learn
enen more. This can be achieved by being active
in the various sub-committess.,

Only through macs participation and involve-
ment in the activites we carn learr:-tetter and
Lave a better awareress cof the union and its im-
portance both inside and outside the campus,

The union is at our disposal; it is the sole re-
presentative of all students, if we do not serve,
who will serve?

Internally, serving the union, we work for
students welfare, unite more students, arouse
awareness in them to realities, Externally, we
are a voice for the under-priviledged majority.
It is here that we as students have a chance to
equip ourselves better to fulfil our responsiti-
lities to serve our people.

v =t of
sontoxt theat 1
apply in everyday lifas. Th
recieved “"cducztion" avre pecple ¥ I
tioning, uncaring ior others-- th: paper chase
znd thé cxems are such that we ctrive for ocur
own benefit:s and glory. What is educatiocn for?
It is certairly noil for self-glorification but
rather education is necessary for improvement,
progress and oetterment of mankind but this will
not be achieveé if we as students are not aware
of the happenings arcund ug. If we are not aware
how can we be critical of the surroundings so as
to change for the better?

With the aim of azrocusing unicn awareness and
cultivate a critical mind in the n w students,
the theme ch.sen for this year 77/78 orientation
is 'Union Awareness through Wass Participation
and Involvement'.

UNION AWARENESS-

By Union awareness we¢ mean the consciousness
of the values of a students' union within and
without the campus as well as the role of alstu—
dent in a tudents® union. .

When we talk about union awareness, it depends
on the type of urion we are having, for only an
autonomous students'union like ours can truly
represent the interest of students. Whereas in
conirolled union, leaders are just like pu?pets
carrying out orders and decision made by the
authorities. Our union, S.P.S.U is now the only
autonomous students' union left in Singapore that
means ‘the students themselves decide and organise
the activities that they want.

-

The Students's Union

A students' union is a. students' organisation
which safeguards the interests of the whole
student population.

In schools, we have organisations such as so-
cieties, clubs and unifcrm groups but all these
organisations are..not genuinely students' organ-
isation instead it is just a means where the
authorities could exercise strict surveillance
and control our students' activities outside
schooling hours.

CURE IN AWARENESS

You who heve come

In quest of knowledge ==

Come with opern mirds

Keady to explore new ideas

To nuture your talentg, if they
Be for the bettemment of mankind

Come with humility and gratitude
For yout coming has Yeen poscitle
At the expence of meny others
Know that you have e respomeiblity
Not %o vetray that trust that
Otheres have placed in rou

The worid out there reeds you
Let your coming te
fc make you z zetier person

For the role festired for yuo
u find

* tnd shoulé
Your ideal
*he rogy Pl
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STUPENT7S’ COUNCIL

The ultimate power of the Union's admini-

stration lies with the whole students population.

Elected annually in the ninth week of the aca-
demic year By the student body is the Students’®
Cour.cil.

The Students' Council is the supreme body
of the Students'Union. The 25 councillors con-
cerned make policy and all major decisions,

The Council's decisions can te easily reversed
by majority vote of the student body in General
Meetings (AGMs and EOGls). The Chairman of the
Council will chair all ccuncil and general
meetings of the Union.

Exscutive Commities

The 10 Executive officials are councillors,
elected by the council to carry out the poli-
cies and decisions of the Courcil. Every Exe-
cutive cfficial except the President holds a
ghairman post in the various Starding Commit-

ees.
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Standing Commitiee
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The Starding Committees carry out the

policies and ideas proposed at Courcil level,
They are of a permarent nature and their powers,
duties are provided for in the Constitution.
emvers in thess committees are sslected by
the Chairman from applications received from

srdinary Uninan mambers, Central ani sub-comm.
are established if nscessary,

Pg.3

Rbligation Committee”

It handles all publications of the Union
besides publishing Newsletters etc. of the
Union. The Major publications produced are;
The Singapore Technocrat and Campus Life.

Thes2 publications comprise of problems
encountered by undergraduates and the Council,
hence assisting the gensral students in under-
standing the situation and promoting unity.

WA aan A - B A LA A e, el

»
inonce Conmitiee
This committee is responsible for the

Union's finance and accounts. It has to sub-
mit a financial report of ths Union at the
end of the term of office of each council or
at any required moment. The President is the
ex-offio member of this committee and there
is a staff mamber who countersigns all cheques
made out in the name of the Union by the Fi-
nancial Secretary. It aiso uadertakes the re-
sponsibility of raising funds.

Welfore Connities

Attends to the well-being and interests of
all Union membars. Any complaints or grievances
may be submitted to the committee, which will
take the appropriate actions.

The students® welfare is considersed prior
to community welfare, Such activities with re~
ference to community welfare are organises if
time permits,
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Social Committee
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This committee takes the sole task of or-
ganising all social functions as directed Dy
the Students' Couwazil, Eg. screening of. Enter-

tainment and Educaticnal Documentary films and
alsc cutdoor activities like camps.
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m. undertakes tqe da1;v ma1nte1ance
ent ruining of the Union rHse., and its
Besides, all rules and regulations
enforced as laid down by the council,

nary actions will be brought upon any

secretariat, where all officials cond-
v work i< zlso under this comm.
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Anew session hegins annuaily with a por-
tion of the student population who ars new

tc the Polytechnic, As such, the Freshmen
Orientation is organised to guide and help
the new students to te accusiomed to Poly-
technic way of life,

The Freshmen Orientation Ccmmittee crga-
nised activities in which the Union is in-
troduced and in the vrocess, arouse awareness
in the strdents and thus enabie the new
stueents (o0 troaden their outlook.

ED_SociETiis

aidition there are affiliated societies
autonomous having complete freedom

own activities. Such vodies may apply
Jtudents' Council for affiliation after
titution has been aparoved oy the Council,
sresent financiai crisis the Union is un-

o3 30 offer the annual grants as provided

or 'a the Constitution,

Yusic Voc1et:f
Nautical Society
Jhotoeranhlc Society
Polymer Socieiy

Reports From Hhe various Societieg

hric jjusic Socie
E y socleties in Polytscr
tctally there ere forty-six members.

To cater Icr the musica :terest of Poly
students is our aim, 30

we conduct music class
on every Saturday afterrnoon. Thes music class
includes reacnlﬂa cf strumming and pilucking
tnc gultar reading musical notes, sing along
ession ané some games. Furthermore, some of

hgr memeers are profsessionai guitarist cum
singer,

Having a concert is our annual affair,
Tor the 75/77 sessicn we had cailed the hot-
<est rock bvand, The Her't;ge to perform,
besides rock music, we had Hawaiian music oy
South Sea Islanders, pop music by The Rocts
Zstablishment, items by sccieties itike Poly
3and, P.C,7., W.S.C., SPEC anrd of course
Music Society

Like other societies, we do organise pic-
nic and ga*herlnr for the members.

We wish you a fruitful stay at Slngapore
Pclytechnic and looking Tforward to receiving
211 music iovers as our members, )



ENGINEERING
SOCIETY

We in the Singapore Polytechnic
Engineering Society, on behalf of
all our fellow members congratu-
late and welcome you on your suc-
cessful admission to the Poly.

In this insitute, besides at-
tending lectures and trying out
problems on tutorials, you will
still need to live in a group, to
do something worthwhile rather
taan spending your money and time
in otaer unworthly meeans.

Years later on your graduation
as a technician, you shall be
meeting the working society and
shouldering heawy responsibilities.
You will be required to lead, to
direct and to be respected by
others.

Our Society hereby will assist
you in building your potentials &
providing you opportunities to
shoulder responsibilities and deve-
lop yvwur personalities. We also
provide you with educational, so-
cial, recreational and sporting
activities. Hobby clubs like Radio
and Electronic Club, Motor Vechicle
Maintenance Club, Projects Club &
the Graphic and Design Club provide
you with a theoritical and practi-
cal knowledge. The Radio and Elect-
ronic Club also runs a computer
programming course.

Our Society's universally-reputed
SPES Annual Journal condains infor-
mative technical articles and always
proved to be an invaluable gift to
all members.

Any member or student who has any
enquiry to make are always wélcome
to the Society's room. Finally, we
wish you a fruitful and successful
stay in this Institute.

)

\n

Our Society is affiliated to
the Singapore Polytechnic Stu-
dents' Union or any Photographic

Society or %both. Our Society is
formed mainly to promote photo-
graphic interests to all its
members, to be in communication
with external bodies of similar
nature.

Full membership is opened to
all students of the Singapore
Polytechnic. Associate membership
is opened to all graduates of the
Singapore Polytechnic.

All members have the privilege
to:-

a) Use the Society's darkroom,
photographic equipment and
literature.

b) Participate in all activities
of the Society.

The past activities of our
Society are as follows:

a) As Official Photographers on
Graduation Day.

b) Visit to Kodak Colour Labora-
tory.

c) Course in Photography.

d) Fund raising filmshow.

e) Inter-tertiary institutions
photographic outing cum compe-
tition.

f) As official Photographers dur-
ing Poly 50.

g) Barbecue.

h) Production of 3 issues of
"EXPOSED" - Official magazine
of our society.

i) Printing of T-shirts of our
Society.

j) 4ta International Salon.

A group of Ex-Cos. had also
made a trip to West Malaysia. One
of the main aims was to study the
possibility of conducting educat-
ional tour to Malaysia for the
benefits of our members.



CHINESE ANGUAGE

Seciery

The Chinese Language Society
is one of the societies affiliated
to the Students' Union. Through
the enthusiasm and group effort of
her members, the society grows
throughout. her sixteen years of
existence and is at present one of
the most active societies in Poly.

We have set our aim not only to
introduce healthy culture, but
also in the course of participat-
ion, foster closer tie amongst our
members and instill in ourselves a
spirit of co-operation and group
living. Our activities also pro=
vide changes for members to spend
their time meaningfully, gaining
more knowledge which is not within
the scope of our lectures.

The society comprises of cultu-
ral, recreational, publication,
academic, social and co-ordinating
sub-committees , of which the cul-
tural and recreational sub-commit-
tees are the most active. Cultural
activities include drama, hammoni-
ca, choir and chinese instrumental
practices, all of which are held
on Sundays. The Recreational sub-
comnittee caters for the building
up of physique of the members and
emphasises on the importance of
"Friendship First, Competition
Second" in sports. Weekly practi-
ces include basketball, volley-
ball and swimming.

Apart from regular activities,
we also organise group activities
like holiday cemps for our members
to spend the otherwise long mono-
tonous vacations. Hiking and pic-
nic are also our favourites.

Many students may have the
wrong idea that only Chinese edu-
cated students can join the soc-
iety, but you will be surprised to
find that a lot of our members
come from the English stream,

So freshmen, do not hesitate to
Join us. Let us work and learn
together as a whole!

POLYMER
SOCIETY

The Polymer Society of the
Singapore Polytechnic extend her
heaxrtiest congratulation and war-
mest welcome to you on your suc-
cessful admission to the Poly.

The Society is founded on the
14th July,'67 to look after the
interests of her members. There
are 4 catogaries of membership in
the society.

a) Full membership--compulsory for
all full-time students of the
C.P.T., Division.

b) Associate membership--for all
other students of the Poly.

c¢) Graduate membership--for grad-
uates of the Division.

d) Honourary membership--conferred
to any individual who has ren-
dered outstanding service to
the society.

The Society is administered by
an Executive Committee of 12 mem-
bers.

During the last session, an
overnight trip to a kelong was
organised, The annual C.P.T. }ea-
gue championship was again suc-
cessful staged. A "satay nite" was
then held to commemorate the prize-
giving ceremony of the league Games.

On the acadamic side, a seminar
entitled "The role of Chemical
Technicians in Singapore" and a
project exhibition was held., Fac-
tory visits and film shows, both
entertaining and educational, were
also part of the activities orga-
nised.

A music extravaganza, featuring
top bands, held at the National
Theatre, climaxed the second term.

A prestigious, scholarly jour-
nal is published annually by the
Society. Moreover, a termly maga-
zine of general interest is distri-
buted to all members.

In conclusion, the Society
wishes all new students a happy
stay in the Polytechnic,
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Ona. Year

Before plunging into the rigours of Poly
life it is only fair that Freshmen have an
inkling of what awaits them.....

First of all Poly life is vastly dif-
ferent from Secondary schools, where the ma-
jority of first year students come from.

Being an institute of higher learning or
college, the studies are conducted differently.
Yormal days begin at 8.00am. till 4,00 or 5.00
pm. with lunch and tea breaks in between.
During these 7 hours of studies the lecturers
~#ill lecture and sometimes give out notes but
nere often students are expected to record the
lectures and do additional research. Tutorials
or homework are also given for students to
practice what they have learnt. This is the
primary aim of tutorials, but sometimes stu-
ients find themselves beset by piles of tutor-
ials from different subjects.

Emrhasis is given to the courses of
studies and there is no Extra Curricular Act-
ivities to supplement the diet of lectures.
Though there are various sccieties and cluts,
3ICA points are no longer necessary so students
are not compulsed to ioin them. As a result
students spent their time studying very hard
2gt are still not getting a balanced educa-

ion.

1’8 vather wot.
1 waut 4« know
2 [ how much [
Scuved for that|
‘ﬂh ve ovt '

Attitudes during lectures vary. Some lap
up every word from the lecturers' mouth eagerly,
others who are bored stiff would joke or sleep
through the lectures. Marking of attendance is
still practiced here and lecturers omit calling
certain names because those are such regular
aksentees! There are even others who are so
engrossed in their game of billiard or table
soccer that they spend their pocket money and
lecture hours in the games room. Other extre-
mists range from those who could take hours of
lectures, continued with research in the library
and going on till the small hours of the night
(sgmetimes just to produce a meticulous set of
laboratory or experiment report for the lectur-
ers); and those who cursory glance phrough the
day's lecture and with a yawn sent it for photo-

stating at the Students' Union's Service machine.

With such attitudes it is a small wonder that at
examinations the atmosphere tends to be very

tenge. As studying in the Poly incurs a consider-

able expense in comparison to secondary schogls,
the deperate strive for the diploma is very in-
tense. Selfishness, envy and desperation are
bound to occur in such atmcsphere. You will
never know it till you experience it!

. POLY,. =

By 1%t Jeor

Other than academic work, there's the ECA
side for some students. Various clubs cater for
the hobbies of students. These clubs provide a
channel for involvement and recreation outside
lectures. Physical activities are provided and
organised by the Sports Wing of the Students®
Union. Students can organise themselves up for
games at the Union House. Some societies also
organise sporting activities for their members.
Sporting activities organised by the Admin, are
little and poorly responded to, due to their
poor publicity and organisation.

Other students who are not interested in
any clubs or societies usually spend their
money and energy at skati ng rinks and bowling
alleys. They are expensive but popularly known
as an 'in®' thing. Vacations come after every
academic term and the third term's vacation
stretches over two months, during which students
can get temporary jobs outside for some extra
pocket-money.

Before ending, I would try to sum up. So
far the topics dicussed are the education rou-
tine, recreation of some students and lastly we
should touch cn the Students' Union. As students
of a tertiary institution, it is important that
students be able to learn more things outside
lectures so as to better equip themselves for
the society cround them. Therefore,- the Students®
Union is formed. Through it's activities stu-
dents can come together to help organise their
own outings, projects like exhibitions, freshmen
orientations, bookfairs and film shows. These
involvements help make Poly life more interest-
ing and meaningful, Valuable experience is gained
mcrally through working together in a group. So
life in Poly is very different, learning to stand
firmly on both feet will help you now as well
as in later life.

Pg.9
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THE SCHOOL. wWAS A FUNNEL
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THE MAJorITY

OF THE PUPILS
WERE EUMINATED
BEFQRE THE

4TH GRADE

AND WHAT WAS EVEN WORSE :
THEY WERE. TOLP THAT IT
WAS TREIR FAULT . THAT
THEY WERE INFERIOR.

THEY WENT BACK.TO THE VILLAGE
KNOWING NOTHING REALLY USERJL

THOsE WHO STAYED WETRE AS TAME
A LAMBS

SNCB THEY HAD “SUCCEEDED Thay
WERE MADE TO THINK. THEY WEke
SUPERIOR- TO THE OTHERS .

WHICH MEANT HAVING A RIGHT O
THE BEST SALARIES, COMPOKT,
EASY WUFE

AND ALL THAT
WAS RE-INFORCED
BY THE SYSTEM

TRE RESULT WAS A
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AND THEN THERE WAS THE CONTENT OF
TEACHING IN THAT SORKT OF SdHool.

IT WAS$ TOTALLY ABSTRACLT AND THE
BOOKS WERE $EEN As THE ONLY
SOURLE OF KNOWLEDOE

16

LG uw%wlf“*‘m%.

AND THAT'S NOT ALL— THERE WAS ANOTHER FACT : PUPRLS

Or THAT SCHOOL WERE T6TALL SEPARATED FRO
PRODUCTION Y ™

ATT———




TREY DI NGTHING BUT THEY MOVED TOWARDS THEIR DEGREE on THE
sTVey BACK. OF THE WORKERS... i
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L00KING- BACK AT SPSU — N16(vy

«POLY SO *

Poly 50 is an annual sports gvent orggnised
by the SPSU Sports Council. The aims of this
Poly 50 are firstly to encourage mass partici-
pation amongst the students and secongary a?d
secondly to promote the spirit of 'Friendship
first, Competition secCond.' It also provides
a chance for about 1000 or so students from the
various courses and years to get together.

Basically Poly 50 is a relay of 50 laps
around the campus. Each team consists of 10 par-
ticipants—7 men and 3 ladies. To make ?hg race
more interesting, certain laps are specified for
the ladies to complete eg. start, 10th, 2o0th and
so on. This is to encourage the ladies to parti-
cipate in this sporting acztivity.

The spirit of the participants is unusually
high during this event and as 1t is organised to
enable students to take a break from the mono-
tonous routine in Poly if lectures, lunch and
library, all students are encouraged to take part
and it is the part that you play that can make it
a success,

FREE BUS SERVICE

The FBS with the aim of helping the ARC.and
DRC students to ease the transport problems of
the ARC and DRC was started in October 1976. For
each campus there are two trips daily arranged
at peak hours.

From ARC, the times were 3.40 and 4.50 pm.
From DRC, the times were at 4.15 and 4.40 pm.
The first trip daily was from the campus to the
Commonwealth Terminus and the last trip was from
DRC, downi to ARC then to Commonwelth Terminus
then straight to PEC without stopping on the way.

Although the FBS was carried out successful,
in the sense of good response, there was a lack
of cooperation amongst the students. Due to
limitation of space in the bus (as the bus is
licensed to carry passengers on seats only that
is: no standing on the bus), the students had to
stood and squeeze together, except those who are
seated. Most of the students who are lucky to
get a seat is unwilling to share their seats
with the others.

It is hoped that a better relationship
amongst the students can be seen, starting from
next session.

STUOENTS ® SERYICE CENTRE

The SSC is set up in November 1975 by the
Finaacial committee after several complaints by
the students regarding the Administration con-
tracted book store. The main objective of set-
ting up this service centre is to provide stu-
dents with stationeries at relatively low prices.
Items available are: foolscap pads, drawing
papers etc. No profit is made from the sale.

There is one SSC in every campus. The SSC
is totally run by students. Thus the items are
on sale during lunch tims only. The SSC is made
successfully with the tremendous response from
the students.

* REGULAR ACTIVITIES -

& VOLLEY BALL , BASKETBALL, SWIMMING , TABLE TENNIS »

Physical ed” tion has been promoted in
an extreme deplor.. in our secondary school
days. ECA points served as baits to make more
students to compete in the games. Sports and
atheletic meets are held to popularise only
outstanding sportsmen and women, thus sports
is not encouraged in a mass scale.

Being aware of this state of affairs, the
Sports Wing of the Students' Union introduces
regular practices for all Poly students. The
main aim of regular practices is to promote a
healthy body through this form of sporting
activity and would certainly be a welcome change
to the monotonous life in Poly. It is a time
when students can come together and indulge
themselves in activities that are healthy and
meariingful, It is also a time to foster better
understanding among each other.

Through activities like tabtle-tennis,
swimming, volleyball and basket-ball we will be
able to advocate our aims and discourage compe-
titiveness and professionalism. The present
response is very encouraging but it is hoped
that in the future when more students come to
understand its aims, the response will increase.

UNDERSTANOING

SOC/AL PROBLEMS

aeeee. VISITS TO HOME OF THE AGED, SANA HOUSE, WOODBRIDGE ... .,...

. Knowing that we as students are too con-
fined in our campuses, the Union organised a
Welfare Home Visiting during the 2nd term holi-
days, with the aims of broadening our outlcok
and to bring awareness to the social problems
existing. Through discussions, we posed a few
questions which are:

HOMES OF AGED:These questions were posed:

1) Why are there so many neglected old folks?

2) These old folks are the builders of our
society and often they sweat ‘and toil—
exploited when young, neglected when old.
What sort of society is this??

Pg.16



WOODBRIDGE : These were the questions posed:
1) Why is the number of inmates ever increas-

ing.
2) Why is it that the 20-30 years of age suf-
fered this mental strain most?
3) What are causes of this phenomenon? Why
are there so much family pressure and social
pressure.

BOYS' HOME was for:

1) Boys dicharged from approved homes or ap-
proved schools who have no proper homes or

the home envirnoment is considered unsatis-

factory.

2) Boys placed on probation with a condition

that they have a proper residence,

3) Boys bgyond parental control, who need a
more disciplined envirnoment.

4) Destitude Boys.

Questions to probe:

1) Why is it that after leaving Boys' Home,
they are again put back in.it or into jails?

2) Why is there a lot of bad company and bad
envirnomen+?

sation with the ojective of being a rehabili-
tation centre wher drug addicts, after under-
going “.cold turkey" treatment, are given to

What have the authorities done, only attac-
king the symptoms and not really eradicating the
root cause of drug abuse. By passing stringent
death penalties on drug peddlars and by using
the press to play up and perpetuate that drug
peddlars are the one really responsible, In this
way , the kingpins and the entire network would
be save except for losing a few pawns eor stooges.|

We pose ar anology. Drugs are used as a
political tool to suppress the working class by
the colonialist. Is this tool also being used
by today's ruling class? We question: Can they
really destroy the growing aspiration of the peo-]
ple with this ruthless and underhand tactic. His
tory will prove them wrong.

sed, mainly to in-
provoking books to
tion between the
We also hope to raise fund

for Union activities.
During the Bookfair,

The Bookfair was organi
troduce and promote thought-
the people and as a communica
public and Union.

there was a display
for sale. Some authors
troduced. Following this,
‘Women in Asian develop-

of varieties of books
and books were also 1n
we had slide shows on

ment . though this is the £
A oy, i .

nised, ever%thing went fairly smoothly. The
response was overwhelming, over.3 thousand

people turned up for thre bookfair.

irst Bookfair orga-

SECTION

"Only A While The Mounitain Sleeps”
focuses on the question of women and its
significance. It is simplified with carto-
ons and is easy o understand,

It touches on the development of women
from tistorical times and discusses on why
women today accepts er role as secondary
to men without question and tells us the
part played by the cult re and the mass
media to promote this concept.

In the Singapore context, interviews
with local women renging from housewives
to professionals were made. This little
booklet is presented with songs and poems
to eflect their mentalities and it was
found that the working wo en who faces the
most exploitation (includes construction
workers to factory workers) enjoys more
equality at home than the professoonal
women and education does not quarantee
a ticket to liberty. Price: $1.20




Bury My HEART
AT WOUNDED KNEE)

This is the real story ot the setting of
the West. It is a painful, shocking book which
conveys not how the West was won, but how it
was lost.

LEE KUM YEWS S’PORE>

Lee Kuan Yew has been pPrime Minister of Sing-
apore for 17 yeras and has led it to ‘prosperity’
and o?der'. The gross national product has soared
the city has become cleaner and greener. While
acknowle@glng Lee's ahievements, the author makes
an alarming good case for believing hls .rise and

"They made us many promises, more than I
car remember, but never kept one, they promised
to take our lard, and they took it."

"We fought battle after battle and signed
treaty after treaty, ceding our virgin, rich
lands until ther was nothing to cede.”

"News of European barbarities rarely
overtook the rapid spread of the new conquest
and religious missionery "achlevements".

Reading this apalling indicment...will
leave the fair minded reader with a sense of
shame—plus a shock of recognisation.

Its a damning case exposing the greed,

perfidy, ignorance and malice against the nat-
ional interest of Incians. The motive force
for the theft of the land and identify of
Indiars was Marifest Destiny, a belief that
white men were ordained to rule the Indians,
a policy which lifted Indian extermination to
a scandulous plane. They would buy or battle
Indians off the land they wanted and a treaty
would be signed giving the Indians new lands

in perpuity. Ironically, the lard was meant to
ve given forever, but when the settlers wanted
it, and if the Indians refused, it meant they
were "ignorant savages" we would then defeat
them with our modern weapons and herd the sur-
vivors onto reservations, the majority of
wnich were hardly fit for animals, without any
plant life or water.

An American after having read this book
said. "None of the books I've read has saddened
and shame me-~- not one, as this book has. Be-
cause the experience of reading it has made me
realize for once and all that we really don't
know who we are, or where we came from, or
what we have done, or why".

rule; his personality, aspirations and methods
to weigh light against the disadvantages of a
dictatorshop. Arguing from well-marshalled facts,
and without rhetoric, he demonstrated that if Lee
Kuan Yew's political philosophy had happened to
be leftist instead of favouring apportunistic

‘capitalist, his performance would have been greet
-ed by the West not with approval but with deep
dlsmay.‘George goes further than proving, and
protesting against, a thorough going suppression
of freedom and indifference to human rights, and
a cynical readiness to profess one thing and
practice another,

<POLLUTION>

The fishing village of Kuala Juru was
famous for the quality of. its fish-amd the
skill of its fishermen. Today, this same
village is even more famous—but for a dif-
ferent reason. It is in this booklet which
tells the tragic and true story of how silting
and pollution hit this fishing village in the
north of Peninsula Malaysia. With the naked
eye, one will be shocked to see an accumulate
ion of evil-looking, foul-smelling and multi-
odoured solid materials floating on slimy and
coritaminated water flowing from the factories
of Perai Industrial Estate (ncrth of Kuala
Juru's, fishing village) to Sungei Juru Faced
with the death of Juru's fish 1life and the
kampong's livelihood with it, the fishermen
did not merely grumble or give up trying and
resign themselves to their fate. Instead, they
did their utmost to fight bvack for their very
survival as a community.

The importance of this story goes far
beyond the events thet took place in just this
one village., For there is not one but many
Kuala Juru's in Malaysia. Several fishing com-
munities are suffering a.similar plight—the
rapid loss of their livelihood du to the dis-
astrous pollution of their rivers and seas,
What will become of them all?

LGADFLYY

It is a deeply moving populist classic,
with a great emotional climax. This is a
famous novel of the Italian Risorgrimento, an
open-hearted, quick-witted, young rebel who
risked his love and his life for the sake of
freedom. Gemma, an English girl his lover,
shared the same passionate desire of changing
the world into a better one. They dared to
question the old order, to pit love against
despair and sacrifice for the struggle. Both
of them confronted one of the strangest and
most terrible destinies in all of romantic
literature.

Pg.18



&GAWFILY) conteeoeeen .

This exciting and engrossing story, with
a vlot that fixes and holds the §oung,y&as
written by E.L.Voynich, daughter of an adven-
turous mathematician father. The book was writ-
ten in 1895, but was not published until 1897
for fear of adverse public reaction. When it
was flpally published in America, it proved to
be an immediate success and was translated
1nt9 over 30 languages with over five million
copies sold.

Today, this book still
never fails to be an in-
spiration for many peace
.-loving people. Several
famous ,writers have
made favourable comments
and when Bertrand Russell
re-read it a short while
before his death, he com-
mented "It is one of the
most exciting novels I
have read in the English .
Language."” New York Times -
claimed that it is the
"Masterpiece of Story-
telling."

CcoMe Awve !

I will,

For | am woung and strong,

Where others may have failed -
Destroyed - 1'l! build

A world where all demand their rights,
Taking, by force if needs, what -is theirs,

No wo:ld for weaxlings, this,
But | am sure end unafraid,
Aren't 1?

Come olive:

| em,

Life's wive - a gift,

And | -ceeze it dry

Of plecsure while | can,

The weok may fcll, fools question
But not 1.

111 tcke ol! | can get,

And I'll be satisfied,

Won't 1?

Come alive!

I try

But there's no magic key .
Producing answers, opening doors.
Just me, atking my questions,
Seeking o star to guide

As men have done for centuries,
and even now, afraid | may be,
Insecure, but surely not alone,
Am |?
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) Below is a 1list of some books which are found to be very informative and
thought-stimulating, Most are available in book-stores, National Library, as well
as our SPSU Library.

TITLE AUTHOR

Paulo Friere

Ivan Illich

Ivan Illich

Frantz Fanon

Camillo Torres

Jan Halliday Gavan McCormack
Christ pher Tugendhat

Juliet Mitchell

George Jackson

Cultural Action for Freedom

A Celebration of Awareness
Deschooling Society

The Wretched of the Earth
Revolutionary Priest

Japanese Imperialism Today

The Multi-nationals

Woman's Estate

Soledad Brothers--the prison letters of
George Jackson

10. My War with the CIA Noredom Sihanouk
11, S.E. Asia in an Historical Epoch Felix Teo and Joan Han
12, Mother Maxim Gorky

13, My Childhood Maxim Gorky

14, My Universities Maxim Gorky

15. Lee Kuan Yew's Sirgapore T.J.S. George
16. The Enemy Felix Greene

17. The Morning Deluge ( Part 1 and 2 ) Han Suyin

18, Angela Davis : An Autobiography Angela Davis

19, Blood in My Eyes George Jackson
20, Fanshen William J Hinton
21. How The Other Half Dies Susan George

22, The Fire Next Time James Baldwin
23, Singapore in South East Asia Iain Buchanan

O O~ O\ FWw
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24, The Long Revolution Edgar Snow

25, Chariots of The God Erich Von Daniken
26. The Rebel Church in Latin America Alain Ghurbrant
27, Vietnam | Vietnam . Felix Greene

28, The Wall Has Two Sides Felix Greene

29. Chile's Road To Socialism Salvador Allende

Paul Gallet
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30. Freedom to Starve Pg.19







LOOKING INTO STUOENTS PROBLEMS:

= CALCOLATOR

Vizwing from the other higher tertiary
institutions of learning, the 17th Cowunzil,
representing the opinions of the majority of
tne students, presented the issue to the Poly
Admin, to allow ihe use of caizulators, A
survey was conducted to gather the views of
the studsnts on the use of calculators, A
major setback in the survey was the poor
response from the studeats but the work con-
tinued. It was rather disheariening that the
resalts were discarded a3 unimportant and
that all we could get out of Admin, was a
"We'll look into the matter" repily.

To furtiher undermine the Union's iniative

a1l hardwork, the Admin. conducted their own
survey., It can therefore be clearly seen whas
the Adi . is up to, to try to st2al the cre-
dit of Unisa's iniative and hardwork.

Ultimately the Admin. give in, dut onece
again with a trick up their sleeve, they al-
lowed tae use of calculators for ail Poly
students sxcept first years, NO reasons were
Ziven,

‘n complete daspair
the first years
Are we not 1a the
: g the sam2 amount of
s 2! Students : Hgee Ann and Univer-
sity have teen allcwed the use of calculators
- regardless seniority. This has certainly
oproved how irrational the Admin, is. The wait
itule of many stuidents also contri-
suzcess of segregation. Thus we
our attitude, in order to achieve

4 discrimina 1
ie .ts a1d the s
2 201llage and
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After much consieration, survey forms
were s2nt out to gather opinions from the stu-
dents, The council had placed too high an
expectation on the student body to respond well.
However, work continued despite the poor res-
ponse. The Admin., had dicarded it as important.
The usua1 "We'll look into the matter." reply
was given when enforced. It is prominent that
our Poly Admin. do not really cater for the

tudents®' welfare as they shamelessly claimed.
No decent reply was received.

ATter a meeting with the stall-holders,
the price rates were reduced, with not much
effort from the Admin.Although, some results
and improvement we made seen, it is definitely
not enough to cater for a student populatidn
of about 7000.

RESULT:

fEC—TFood was much cheaper as a result, Rice
was made cheaper by 10 cents. This move
has certainly enabled us to fill our
stomachs.

DRC—The only result was the addition of
tables and chairs, the quantity of rics
and vegetables were slightly increased.
Before long, .the conditions wsre back
to its original state again. The price
of drinks were reduced by 5 cents,

In ARC—There was not much complaints except

for non-tasty food,

The Council was told of the formation of
a Canteen Advisory Committee, but it seems that
hardly any results have been achieved. Maybe
its only a false facade set up to paPlLy the

growing oitterness amongst students

—=C(INIC

»0ncurrent' with the calculator and can-
teen iseue, quU toox up the Clinic issue. The
Adnin, as anore did not give a satisTactory

rsply.

In

Institute 't Ameunt Paid i Doc’s 5’¢rw'c¢§

Polyteciiriic INYE 2 hour i

5 /Vged A 5 &0 /f‘ 2 hour E

¢ University of Siaggpore ; $ 24 /".s ; 8 hour

“Naniah g i0s ¢ Bhwr i
Com ing with she Il

ve seen that although we &
ligee snn and Mantah, we
aours of loctor's ssrvice.

h Aum.‘. informed
tc cover =he
“gee inn and !
is beiser.
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G .hrv;c,

r hetier service,
heck-up arc dental
the matter.," vas
when these

galn. wonders
L ke Lookad and acnieved.

ing to achieve some cuncrﬂte result
matter of letlng back to wailt for
to pop infront .o your eyes because
students' support. the councili
not be aple to achieve their aims.




RECARDING OUR
FiLM  SHOWS...::



( Hou OR ME ?)

I have only cne 1life

so I try to make the best of it—

not only for mjce1f not only for my family,
but for all my fellow sojourners of this world.
for I have seen and heard too much'

and I have read too much

about wars, about starvation and death.
therefore, I am concerned

for if I'm not, who else will be?

if I don't give, can others receive?

they say we are idealists

trying to attain the impossible

we agree we are idealists

for a man without ideals

is like a ship without a compass,
it is going somewhere — but where?

we know that perfect Justice is impossible.
we know that perfect Freedom is as elusive.
we know that perfect Equality is but a dream.
But we still strive towards Perfection,
Hoping that we will be there —

maybe not tomorrow;

maybe not next year;

maybe not next century.

But we will be there — someday:

For how can a man remaln.a man
if knowing there are injustice and inequality,
close his ears, close his eyes, close his mouth
and say, "I hear nothing,

I see nothing,

I say nothing?! "
how can a man remain a man if
if he . can only care for himself, his famlly and his friends?
this, I do not know.

let us not be afraid to stand up for what we hold dear.

Let us not be afraid to speak up for what we believe,.

Let us not be afraid to carry out what we know is right.

can anything stop us?

but let us not say, "because I can't do anything,
therefore I do nothing:"

for this marks the end of an idealist.
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Orentarion anp Arree.........

My first excitement came when'I was informed to go for an
interview in Ayer Rajah Campus at 9.00 am. Hardly slept at all
during the night before the interview and woke up very early in
the morning. I reached the campus an hour before the interview
time. Luckily, it was a rather informal one and I was only
asked to draw a circle and an ellipse. The tension was over as I
stepped out of the Administration Block and I was guided by FOC
personnels to pay the Tuition fees and Union fees. After having
a nice chat with one of the FOC personnels distributing the
Freshmen packet I was brought to an Exhibition entitied "Your
Union and You". The narrators guided us through the Exhibition
which touched on the Union structure, Union activities insids
and oatside the campus and alsc the Education we are recaiving.
It was a completely new outlook to me as I have ncti heard of a
Students' Union before and can hardly imagine how the students
elect their leaders and rur their own activities. I revurn home
after the exhitition with my mind set on the Orientation ard
knowirg more about MY UNION,

The Orientation came an€ I pa&rticipated in @ the Jdrient-
ation programmes. Not only were they interesting, .arough it I
learnt a ict of things from the FOC personnels and got to know
a lot of freshmen., It was indeed a most interesting and educat-
ional Orientation,

Eowever, it was not .until the §PSU cultural show trhat T
realiy care about the Union. I came down to Union House almsst
every night as practices have to lLe carried out. I came closer
with the Union Officials and found titem to be a bvatch of nice,
warm, jovial and friendly people. Their warm friendship ir the
Union House can never be exglalned in words. They care for you
and always take care of each other. It is this warm frisndship
that I like and 1 went down to Union House everyday { 1
tures to play vclley-ball and basket-ball, I became
riember in SPSU as time went by and I began to learn
over many things which I never give a thoughz befor
true that when we came out fresh fron secondary sch
very submissive, selfish. materialistic and 'nd;vnﬁ
this should not be Practised for the- bette rm:nf of o
And it is through tris Union that we can i
together and practise criticism, iive g c
as one body. Our Union is a rare organ and
Union left in Singapore to voice out the
majority., It is this crucial point thet 2 £
ponegible and moreover, it is through this ion tha
welfare and interssts can be wel. tzken cars of.
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There are always conflicts ard misunderstandings among our-
selves,obstacles from authorities and zuppression. But all these
have to he solved. And it is agair through the Union that all
these problems can be solved. We can always have discussions to
understand each other hetter to avoid conflicts and misunderstan-
dings and unite as one whols body to fight for students' right

Therefore, the Union as T see, can he a very effective and
strong one only with the contribution c¢f each and every member
and together we work tcwards the betterment of markind and soc-
iety.
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BEGINNERS ARE MOST WELCOME I



SPSU 15 MEANT RR Li5

Introduction : s
Ohis  bong was vephrase by w Group of Shudenty partiopating
in the 975U show. The~ song urges™Foly students o be more aware of e .
surroundings  and of he Unions Vg(ue\‘_#msgh Farh’a}mﬁbn b tnvolverment . |

CHORUS - N
~ SPSU 15 MEANT FOR U5
LET 45 SUpPORT 1T, g io¥e &
AND BE- WILLNG TO WORK WITHIN 1T
FOR_ MENS BENEAT. -

- OPENYOUR BARS (" POLYSTUDENTS.

OVEN.: Your EYES AND SEEFOR™ YOUPSELF.
OPEN-SYOUR HEARTS  ANDACCEPT THE UNION
AR ONE, - SHd= {50 QLRSS *
AS—ONE™ “THAT (5 5TRONG:

(CHORUS ) |

BE ACTIVE _-IN THE UNIONS Wwork
AND BE INVOLYED: IN [T ACTIVITIES
FOR THETSAKE OF HOMANITY "
IN THE CAMPUSES

IN TESClEE e

i
|
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